Edgar confident 
on assassin probe 


By Tom Masland 

Inquirer Staff Writer 

Rep. Robert W. Edgar (D., Pa.) 
said after his first meeting with the 
House Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations yesterday that he was *' ‘fairly 
confident” that the House would vote 
March 31 to continue the committee. 

The Delaware County congressman 
was appointed to the 12-member 
panel Thursday *by House Speaker 
Thomas P. O'Neill (D., Mass.). The 
vacancy was created when the House 
voted Tuesday to accept the resigna- 
tion of the committee chairman, Rep. 
Henry B. Gonzalez (D., Tex.). 

Edgar said yesterday that the new 
chairman, Rep. Louis Stokes (D., 
Ohio), would be “a tremendous stabi- 
lizing force on the committee . . . 
He's a very competent, stable per- 
son, very different from the volatile 
personality of Mr. Gonzalez,” Edgar 
said. 

Rep, Gonzalez submitted his resig- 
nation early this month, calling the 
committee's chief counsel, Richard 
A. Sprague of Philadelphia, an “un- 
conscionable scoundrel.” 

Edgar said that he had taken no 
position on whether Sprague, a for- 
mer first assistant district attorney 
here, should be replaced. He said 
that he hoped to meet with Sprague 
and to evaluate Sprague’s work on 
the assassination probe. 

“I only know him (Sprague) in re- 
lation to his report in Delaware 
County, which I was not satisfied 
with, and I have to judge him in rela- 
tion to his work for the committee,” 
Edgar said. 

In 1971, Sprague was brought into 
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Delaware County by former District 
Attorney Stephen J. McEwen Jr.' to 
investigate allegations of corruption 
in the county made by the Pennsyl- 
vania Crime Commission and others. 
Three years later, less than a month 
before the election -in which Edgar 
defeated McEwen for the Seventh 
District congressional seat, Sprague 
reported that his investigation had 
turned up no evidence of widespread 
governmental corruption in the 
county. 

Edgar said yesterday that he had 
asked 18 months ago to be appointed 
to the House committee, which is in- 
vestigating the assassinations of 
(See EDGAR on 2-B) 


